
Town of Warner Childcare Questionnaire Report, November 2021 

Survey Results 

The Town of Warner Economic Development Advisory Committee (EDAC) published a survey for anyone who 
lives, works, or is familiar with childcare needs in Warner and its surrounding area. Parents, Grandparents, 
Teachers, Sitters, Employers, and Interested Residents were all encouraged to provide input. 

The survey received 139 responses, which corresponds to a 6.0% response rate amongst the 2,316 Adults (18 
years and older) who are residents of Warner. The Town’s total population, as reported in the U.S. Census 
Bureau’s 2019 American Community Survey, is 2,910. 

A high percentage of survey respondents indicated that they either need or foresee a need for a high quality, 
affordable, state-licensed childcare facility for preschool aged children in town. There were 97 respondents 
indicating this need, totaling 72.4% of those who participated in the survey. These respondents make up 3.3% 
of the town’s total population. 

Survey Question #1: Do you have a need or foresee a need for a high quality,
 affordable, state-licensed childcare facility for preschool aged children in Warner? 

Reviewing further questions included in the survey can identify current challenges and the most common type 
of childcare being used. Indicating a need for a childcare center could be motivated by 45.7% of respondents 
reporting that a lack of childcare service has prevented them from being employed, reduced the hours they 
could work, or negatively affected their career. Additionally, 39.9% of respondents reported location as a 
primary challenge of their current childcare arrangement, closely followed by another 35.5% citing availability 
as their main challenge. Approximately 32.9% respondents indicated that childcare is currently provided by a 
parent/guardian while 29.2% indicated that childcare is currently provided by a relative/friend. 

In regard to a potential childcare service, the survey represents strong support for a childcare center for infants 
to 6 years old (67.9%) as well as an early childhood education/preschool (60.3%). Additionally, respondents of 
the survey were able to describe their relation to this survey (i.e., parent/guardian, grandparent, close friend or 
relative, or interested member of the public). They were also able to indicate how many children they have 
requiring infant care, toddler care, and/or preschool care, as well as how many days of the week they require 
that care. 

Within the survey, respondents were given the opportunity to provide any additional comments not already 
addressed. The following is a summary of those comments related to childcare options in Warner: 

• Childcare availability will impact decisions on where someone chooses to live; 

• There is a need for additional afterschool options; 

• There is a need to provide basic services such as childcare to support young families; 

• The lack of housing and childcare is a huge detriment; 

• Many noted having to utilize daycare in Concord;



• There is a need for low-cost high-quality daycare; 

• Affordable and quality childcare stimulates a local economy and impacts quality of life; and 

• More childcare options would help.  

Finally, employers who participated in the survey indicated that they see a need for childcare in Warner with 
(20.4%, 74.5% indicated they were not an employer) and may be willing to contribute to the cost of childcare 
for their employees with (11.0%, 81.0% indicated they were not an employer). 

The full survey results, including free response answers, should be reviewed for further analysis. 

Demographic Trends 

When considering childcare, the total population can be further subdivided into relevant age groupings. Of the 
594 residents under the age of 18, 344 are under the age of nine. This grouping of children makes up 11.8% of 
the town’s population. Nearly half of these children are preschool aged or younger than five years of age (158, 
5.4% of Warner Population). The remaining are Kindergarten or Elementary School aged from five to nine (186, 
or 6.4% of Warner’s Population). 

Current numbers of children in Warner enrolling in both Simonds Elementary School and Kindergarten are 
reflective of past years, but slightly less. According to the NH Department of Education, the 2020-2021 school 
year had 147 students enrolled in Elementary and 21 students in kindergarten. These values are the second 
least in the past ten years and the same as the 2018-2019 school year. 

School Enrollments as of October 1 
Data sourced from the NH Department of Education Enrollment Records 

The birthrate over the past decade in Warner is shown to be gradually decreasing compared to the first half of 
the decade. Most recently, there were 17 births in 2020. 

Resident Births in Warner, 2010 to 2020 
Data sourced from the Town of Warner Annual Reports 


