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This meeting is zoom only. There is no physical location. 

1.   Roll Call/Attendance/Preamble
PREAMBLE:  Read by Chairman Clyde Carson:  Good Afternoon, as Chair of the Select Board, I am declaring a state of 
emergency exists and I am invoking the provisions of RSA 91-A:2, iii (b). Federal, State, and local officials have 
determined that gatherings of 10 or more people pose a substantial risk to our community in its continuing efforts to combat
the spread of COVID-19. In concurring with their determination, I also find that this meeting is imperative to the continued 
operation of Town of Warner government and services, which are vital to public safety and confidence during this 
emergency. As such, this meeting will be conducted without a quorum of this body physically present in the same location. 
At this time, I welcome members of the public access the meeting remotely. The usual rules of conduct and decorum apply. 
Please note that all votes at this meeting will be done by roll call.

Chair Carson called the meeting to order at 7:03pm and took a roll call. 

Present: Clyde Carson (1 other in the house), Sam Bower (four others in the house) 
Absent: Jonathan Lord 

2.  Presentation: Replacement of the Bridge on Route 127, NHDOT – Mike Moser
Mike said he is with New Hampshire Department of Transportation (NHDOT) and is a senior designer in bridge 
design. This project had been previously presented to the Town of Warner in October of 2018 and input gathered
at that time helped to shape the current suggested plan.  

Mike introduced Phil Brogan and Meli Dube who were also with the NHDOT. Phil was given the floor to start 
the presentation. 

Phil showed a photo of the bridge on Route 127, as it sits over the Warner River in the portion of Warner known 
as Davisville. He then showed a map of the area where the bridge sits. He showed some further photos of the 
bridge and different vantage points of it. It is about 120’ in length and was constructed in 1937. It is also narrow 
with a width of 26’ rail to rail. It has been on the State’s red list since 2005 due to its condition. He showed a 
cross-section of the structure, as well as some photos of the bridge deterioration. 

Phil said in 2018 they had presented some concepts to the Town of Warner to gather input. Following the 
meeting, the Town had follow-up meetings with residents. A letter came to them from the Town in January, 2019
with opinions. It was recommended that instead of just replacing the decking, that the entire bridge be replaced 
to enhance safety (make it wider). It would also address increased traffic over the bridge, and improve bridge 
approaches from larger trucks and apparatus. The Town also wished to have the bridge closed during 
construction to reduce costs, in lieu of doing half the bridge at a time. This method would take two construction 
seasons instead of one. The Town also wanted to minimize the right-of-way encroachment, and to improve 
Dustin Road intersection. 
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Phil noted that currently, the bridge sits low on Route 127 and collects water. Significant erosion has occurred in
one corner. They are proposing a vegetative treatment swale to treat the water that will come off the expanded 
bridge before it flows into the river. He showed a map of where the proposed swale would go. 

Instead of constructing the bridge half at a time, they have offered the preferred alternative of closing the bridge 
and detouring traffic so to construct the bridge all at once. This detour has an eight-mile detour on a worst-case 
scenario. For most, the distance won’t be as long. Phil showed alternatives to the detours. 

Meli Dube took over the presentation to talk about the cultural resources in the area. She noted that all of the 
information provided is based on the two preferred alternatives (full replacement with bridge closure). 

In 2018 they had a broad picture of the area and asked for more input. Since that time they have identified some 
resources and have moved forward. This project must comply with the national historic preservation act as it is 
Federally funded. 

Meli said they have determined that the Davisville Village Historic District can be placed on the National 
Register for Historic Places. The bridge is also considered historic as it is over 50 years old. There is an 
archaeological site in the area too. A map was shown to illustrate the limits of the historic district.  Two 
structures that are contributing features of the historic district that are near the bridge, which will also address 
the Dustin Road intersection, will not be impacted. The property near the proposed swale will not be impacted 
either. 

Meli said that this bridge was installed in 1937 when it replaced a wooden covered bridge that was previously in
that location. There was a mass flooding event in NH and many bridges were washed out and destroyed. This 
was part of a state-wide federally funded project to replace the destroyed bridges. It is currently the oldest bridge
of its type in the state. The Davisville mill complex is where the archaeological site is. Upon exploration, there 
were found to be no deposits of artifacts in the areas that they anticipate excavating. 

An adverse effect is a result of the removal of the contributing feature (the bridge) and changes to the district. 
The bridge is not designed to be aesthetically pleasing and the new bridge will look different, which is 
considered an adverse effect. There is no adverse effect to the district associated with the storm water treatment 
swale. 

Meli said they are required to compensate for impacts to the district as a result of the loss of the bridge. They 
would like to do this in consult with the Town before making any decisions. 

An informational brochure is something that could be created by a consultant. Copies would be provided to the 
Town and kept at the Town offices and other places where the public frequents. It would explain about 
Davisville and the bridge, etc. A similar idea is a small booklet, also created by a consultant, which has more 
detail than the brochure. There is a lot of local information about the area and people are passionate about the 
Davisville area and the mill. This could be made available to the members of the public. 

Meli said for other towns they have done a poster or large wall plaque that could be hung in a town building. 
Another option is a Powerpoint presentation that is created for the town and then presented to the public. A full-
length report, which is a couple hundred pages long, can be provided to the Historical Society for future use for 
referencing, but isn’t really in a digestible format for the public.

Phil said they plan to hold a public hearing late in 2021 to discuss the impacts to the adjacent properties, which 
are minor. They can then wrap up the NEPA permitting (National Environmental Policy Act), and construction 
will conclude after the plans are contracted. Construction is slated to begin in 2024. 

The Selectmen were invited to comment. Sam Bower said there was a lot of talk about the north side of the 
project and what is being done to that end of the road. With increased traffic and trucking, has the south end 
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been looked at to see how it will handle the impact? Phil said they are aware of this situation and it is beyond the
extent of this project. Anything done to improve that intersection would need to go through the 10-year process. 
But yes, they are fully aware of the concerns. 

Mike said that Sam should reach out to Dee Williams of NHDOT to see if this could be addressed. It would be a 
long-range project, but it could be addressed. 

Sam wondered if there were scenarios where the Town would incur costs on this project. Phil said they will be 
using the State and Federal funds for the replacement of the bridge. If there were improvements beyond the 
scope of the project, the Town would be responsible for those charges. At this time, there does not seem to be 
any additional costs. 

Tim Allen asked about the finished elevation of the new deck as opposed to the existing deck. Phil said the 
bridge profile will be changing slightly. The current bridge is flat from one end to another; it is the same 
elevation. They will adjust it to create about a .7% slope along the bridge to create more of a low-point at the 
end where the treatment swale will be located. Dustin Road will be repaired 300’ to match the grade of the 
bridge.

Chief Chandler asked if they were to do the detour and the project is done in one construction year, Dustin Road 
would or would not be accessible coming south on 127? Phil said that it would be open both ways. 

Nancy Martin, Warner Conservation Commission, said she would like the swale to remain behind the trees, as 
they provide protection for the banking. There is knotweed there, and although invasive, helps prevent erosion 
of the banking.  Nancy asked about the archaeological significance of the mill site and didn’t want to ignore the 
possibility of there being Native American artifacts. Meli said that they did not find any deposits of any kind in 
that area. They will not be disturbing this landscape feature during the project. 

Nancy said she was sad that the bridge would be replaced by one that is four feet larger in width. She requested 
that the guardrails be the type that people can see through to continue enjoying the beauty of the Warner River. 
She referenced a bridge over Great Bay in Portsmouth as an example that would be nice. Phil said there are 
designs available that would allow for the continued sight of the river. 

Ken Milender from the Warner River Local Advisory Committee has been involved in this since the beginning. 
They have no comments but agree with Nancy on the design of the bridge. 

Lynn Cook from the Warner Historical Society said they would love to work with the NHDOT on the content for
the brochure, booklet or presentation for the Town. 

Diane Ricciardelli, Town Administrator, said she travels Dustin Road every day. There are a lot of walkers going
away from Warner and it is very dangerous. Traffic stops on both sides of the road to avoid hitting people 
walking. She wanted to make sure that there will be room on the road for pedestrians and traffic to share the 
road safely. 

Chair Carson opened the meeting for public comment.

Emilio, who works for the Kearsarge School District busing company said he received a message a week ago 
that they were going to close the bridge down in a week, which he has learned is not the case. He was glad that 
construction wasn’t starting until 2024. He was interested in dates of construction to prepare for the impacted 
school year.

Sam Bower asked how long the new construction will last. Phil said they anticipate 120 years. Mike Moser said 
that the lifespan includes maintenance, such as deck replacements or repaving. 
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Chair Carson asked the DOT what time frame they had to get back to them with further comments or questions. 
Mike said they will be working on the NEPA documents over the next few months. They’d like to see comments
over the next 4-6 weeks. He said Phil would be leaving them in a few weeks, so they should contact him instead 
of Phil if it is after the first of June. Chair Carson suggested that the Town have all comments in by June 8 th. 

Chair Carson thanked the DOT and their representatives for their presentation. He said they are looking forward 
to this project. A hearing would be held in the fall with the Town to discuss plans further.

Natalie Wells said the owner of the house on the north side of 127 and Dustin Road wondered if his driveway 
would be improved to accommodate for the changes in the road. Phil said they will be improving the apron but 
perhaps not the entire driveway. He added that the owner was welcome to reach out to the DOT to talk about the 
project. 

Chair Carson Closed the public meeting at 7:33pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Krist Heath, Recording Secretary
Town of Warner
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