
MINUTES - DRAFT

Wednesday, June 24, 2020
7:00 p.m.

Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID:  Meeting ID: 939 5753 1691

Password: 1LEHut

Appointed WRLAC Representatives present in bold (term ends):
Bruce Edwards, Bradford (10-8-2021) Linden Rayton, Hopkinton (11-26-2021)
Scott MacLean, Bradford (10-8-2021) J. Michael Norris, Hopkinton (11-26-2021)
Susan Roman, Webster (10-12-2021) David White, Hopkinton (11-26-2021)
Ken Milender, Warner (11-26-2021) Robert Wright, Sutton (05-22-2021)
Laura Russell, Warner (11-26-2021) Andy Jeffrey, Sutton (07-23-2021)
Christopher Spannweitz, Warner (11-26-2021) Peter Savickas, Sutton (08-19-2021)
Doug Giles, Hopkinton (11-26-2021) Dan Moran, Webster (09-03-2022)

Invited Guests:  None

Meeting came to order at 7:05 PM
No quorum

New Business
Chris: Citizen concern about water pumping for the I-89 project

 Background: Weaver Brothers has set up pump sites at Depot Rd and Joppa Rd for filling tanks with 
water for use during DOT’s I-89 construction project. A concerned citizen wondered whether WB are 
being efficient, as this person noticed that the truck they saw seemed to be leaking a lot of water as it 
traveled on the road.

 Discussion

o The WRLAC committee members present did not remember seeing anything about water 
withdrawal in the DES permitting.

o The Warner Conservation Committee has also heard from a concerned citizen.

o Ben Inman, the project manager for Weaver Brothers (the project contractor), provided Ken 
with the following information:

 About 36,000 gallons are being withdrawn from the river on any given work day on an 
as-needed basis. This is being used for the asphalt milling machine, moisture-
conditioning the base course gravels below the asphalt (prior to placing the asphalt), 
and dust control.

 The pumping station is a very common design:  the 3,000-gallon tanker truck pulls in 
below the spout, drops the boot into the tank, starts the pump, and waits until the tank 
is full. He then drives back to the project site. Some water splashes out of the tank while
driving up the hill on Mill Street.

 The amount of water being used is actually a relatively small amount, even with the 
river being as low as it is (Chair calculated it to be around 0.2% of the river’s very low 
flow).

 Questions from the Committee

o If the drought continues, can they reduce the withdrawals?



o Is there a threshold for when water cannot be withdrawn?

o What is the timetable for the project?
 Ken will find out from DOT about timelines and ask about withdrawal protocols for future reference 

(such as for the Davisville Bridge project).

Continuing Business

1. Meeting minutes (February, May attached). 
a. No quorum; no vote

2. Permit Applications – New.  Warner (Intervale), Comet, LLC proposal for 9 Route 103 West.  Will be 
subject to a DES AoT permit (no AoT application yet).  Letter (attached) has been sent to Warner 
Planning Board and Chair discussed at 1 June PB meeting.  PB voted that this proposal is a “development
of regional impact” (our five river front towns and CNHRPC will be notified and allowed to review and 
respond).

a. Ken will send drawings to the WRLAC for the Committee’s reference.
3. Website:  No update
4. Fund raising, non-profit status:  Peter.  If we had money, what would we do with it?  Letter from DES 

(attached) indicates we are tax-exempt already. Pete and Dan have done a lot of footwork on this topic!
a. Peter made several suggestions about how the WRLAC might engage with the community in 

order to show potential donors, like NH Grassroots, how our work would be worth supporting.
i. Website

ii. Water sampling days with community members, school groups, etc.
iii. Warner River Day – across all five towns; activities could include clean-up, tours, lunch 

or picnic at a local establishment, speaker.
iv. Duck races   

b. Dan explained how NH Charitable Foundation allocates grants.
i. NHCF sends potential donors information about a range of organizations that the donor 

might be interested in supporting, and there is a list of people who like to focus their 
donations on conservation- and environmental-related organizations like WRLAC. 

ii. WRLAC needs to send NHCF a statement that includes our needs and plans so that 
potential donors could review them.

iii. NHCF has confirmed that WRLAC is eligible to receive funding from NHCF.
c. Discussion: The Committee agreed that we should draft a mission statement and a proposal with

reasonable and attainable goals. The Corridor Management Plan should provide a good 
framework for the mission and proposal.

d. Pete volunteered to draft a proposal with our mission and goals for the next meeting
e. Dan will get a template or model for us to work from.
f. Ken will work on setting up the WRLAC bank account.

5. Warner River Corridor Management Plan (Chair).  Draft Plan submitted by Central NH Planning 
03/31/2020.  Comments received 15 June.  Chair and CNHRPC will review comments and finalize.  Chair 
meets with Warner ConComm 1 July to discuss.

a. Ken will send the comments for this committee to review.
b. Discussion

i. Does the WRLAC need to vote to approve the Corridor Management Plan? Susan will 
find out.

ii. How do we get the five towns to adopt the CMP into their master plans?
6. Concord-Lake Sunapee Rail Trail – No report

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rubber_duck_race


7. Warner ARM Pre- -proposal Status (Chair).  In progress with Warner CC, DPW, EMD, NH Fish & Game.  
Submitted to DES 29 May.  Email 16 June indicates that we should proceed with the full ARM application
(for DES funding replacement of one Ballard Brook culvert below Red Chimney Road in Warner).

8. Permit Review Subcommittee (Chair).  Brief discussion.  The administrative rules contain provisions that 
allow the full committee to appoint a subcommittee for reviewing permit applications when there is not 
enough time for a full committee review (the full committee would need to approve the subcommittee’s
response at the next full committee meeting).  Chris S. volunteered to serve on the new subcomm, 
which will be subject to a vote with quorum.

9. HOMEWORK
a. Please review Pete’s draft of a mission statement and other basic info needed as the basis for 

our grant proposals. This can be found in an email from Ken on July 9. 
b. Please think about what we would do with money that would come from NH Grassroots and/or 

NHCF.

Long-Term Monitoring (all quiet, for now . . .)
FEMA Risk MAP Contoocook Basin Concord-Lake Sunapee Rail Trail
Warner River Instream Flow Study Route 127 (Davisville) Bridge Project

Adjournment 8:40 PM

NEXT MEETING: Wednesday, July 22, 2020, 7 PM on Zoom

Attachments:
1. February, May, June meeting minutes (drafts)
2. WRLAC letter to Warner Planning Board Re. Comet, LLC proposed development
3. NHDES LAC tax exempt status letter


